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EDITOR'S NOTE 


"There'll be scary ghost stories 


And tales of the glories of 

Christmases long, long ago" 

From the Andy Williams clas- 
sic “iri The Most Wonderful 
Time of the Year". A long lost 
Victorian tradition on Christ- 
mas Eve, telling stories of 
specters, was as common as 
telling the story of Santa 
Claus. This issue is filled with 
images and stories of “Ghosts 
of Christmas". 

Christmas is a time of story 
telling and presentation, and 
what better way to demon- 
strate this, but with some hor- 
ror hosts that present our 
haunts throughout the year 
which you will also find tn this 
edition. 

We present to you our Winter 
Edition of Chiller 31 Maga- 
zine. 

This Christmas, carry on the 
tradition and read one of our 
ghost stories and you will be 
as excited as this little boy in 
the chair photographed in 
1910! 
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• How did you get into the Horror Host profession? 

Sometimes you get into something and sometimes 
it gets into you. I grew up on Bob Wilkins as the host 
of 'Creature Features' in Northern CA. As an adult I 
wrote and did some art for PLANET X a sci-fi/pop cul- 
ture magazine that featured an interview with Bob. 
The publisher was a 16mm film collector who liked 
my humor-and we did these shows at bars and par- 
ties around town, where Scott would present a film 
and I would host it as a silly character— Basically for 
Gas/Food money. We had a big show to launch the 
magazine at a upscale nightclub-and Bob Wilkins 
came out and hosted it in person and I was stage di- 
rector and wrote some jokes for Bob. That night Bob 
suggested that I get out in a chair and host movies. 1 
sheepishly changed the subject but secretly wished 
for it-l had been playing around with the idea of mak- 
ing a show with a pal who worked at the local ABC 
TV station. 4 years later, I was working at that station 
in the production department and they had a movie 
at 3 AM that ran 20 minutes short. I offered to fill that 
time-and they allowed me and let me have staff and 
studio time on the weekends which were usually 
slow. We hit the ground running and made 24 weekly 
episodes in a row-and by episode 13, I wanted to 
keep doing this no matter what. 

•At what age or time in your life did this career be- 
come a serious interest for you? 

I wanted to have a TV show since I was a teenager. But the opportunity at the TV station came when 1 was 30. Soon 
after-once I saw that people actually liked what I was doing, made me realize I could make a career out of it, 

♦ Tell us about your current projects, shows? 

We just did our most ambitious Halloween Special ever for ZOM-BEETV-a free horror channel for ROKU. It was called 
the CINEMA INSOMNIA HAUNTED HOUSE SPECIAL and it features myself and 4 other Horror Hosts in a 'Real' Haunted 
House, It is our first national sponsor PINE BROS, throat drops-so we had a decent budget and built sets made amazing 
props and involved the best talent we could. Dick DyszelfCount Gore DeVol-Creature Feature), John Dimes(Dr. Sarcafiguy- 
Spooky Movie), Jerry MoorefKarlos Borloff-Monster Madhouse), Rich Koz(Svengoolie) play supporting roles as 'Paranoid In- 
vestigators'. My wife Dixie and I did all the art direction and we had amazing technical support from ZOM-BEE TV producer 
Dale Jackson. 

My wife and I have a side project an online magazine based on our print publication HORROR HOSTS AND CREATURE FEA- 
TURES. We write about all kinds of things that pertain to the Horror Host lifestyle. 


‘Mr. Lobo' had several acting roles in some indy genre 
movies coming out 'MATT MERCURY", ‘IT CAME FROM 
TRAFALGAR', 'MIDNIGHT SHOW, and the remake of 
'Plan Nine from Outer Space' called PLAN 9. 

I have two audio projects on AMAZON and 
iTUNES., -‘HALLOWEEN CANDY' a novelty song I re- 
corded in 2007 with the band APOCALYPSO NOW and a 
BRAND NEW 20 track album of original spoken word 
and sound effects called HORRIBLE NOISES OF MR. 
LOBO'S VERY BAD MANOR. 

I am working on some collected writings for an E-Book 
next year. And making new episodes of CINEMA INSOM- 
NIA for 20M-BEE TV. 

• Can you fell us about your work in comics? 

I was an editorial cartoonist and won awards. I did a 
weekly comic strip in a paper called the Magpie in Sac- 
ramento. In 1990 I made several zines. Then in 1991 I 
made a post-apocalypse humor comic called NUKE 
NOVA: ADVENTURES IN THE RUST AGE. It was full 
color and distributed nationally through Diamond and 
Capital distributors. I had some submissions published 
in other books. In 1995 I made an anthology with some 
other writers/artists called FUNNY PAGES-This was dis- 
tributed through TOWER books world wide and so was 
it's two sequels-FUNNY PAGES 2D and FUNNY PAGES 
2X. I wrote two QUEEN OF TRASH oomics book in 2007- 
2008 illustrated Myself, Byron Brown, and Aaron 
Farmer-the second was full color, I wrote 13 HOSTS~a 
comic about current horror hosts for artist Brian Maze. I 
did a one pager for HOT ZOMBIE CHICKS. I enjoy Com- 
ics and still read them from time to time. Every once in a 
while I get pulled back in to do art or write for them. 

• What are the biggest challenges you face in his indus- 
try? 

Content, Distribution, and Marketing. TV Horror 
Hosts traditionally host horror movies, In the old days TV 
stations had film packages like the Shock package and 
Creature Feature package that gave each station a li- 
brary of films that they had a limited license to. Hosts 
were needed to present these films and create a consis- 


tent audience. A lot of modern hosts are independent 
producers and rely on mostly public domain or royalty 
free films. Recently the rights issues to PD films have got 
murkier and murkier and policy like the Millennium Digi- 
tal Copyright Act has allowed interested parties and cor- 
porations who have claims to shut a show down-right or 
wrong. Technical requirements are much higher now as 
well-distributors and viewers expect clearer sharper 
prints of films and TV specifications are higher as well. 
For a show to really break through on a large network 
would need to incur the costs of Closed Captioning, Er- 
rors and Omissions Insurance, HD, a stereo mix, and se- 
curing the rights to the content they are presenting. The 
fragmentation of the audience makes it distribution and 
marketing difficult. Presenting CINEMA INSOMNIA 
ROKU has allowed me to sidestep this.. .and the channel 
ZOM-BEE TV believes in the show and is putting re- 



sources Into the show as well as bringing us up to techni- 
cal specs. 

• Who/What are your biggest inspirations and mentors? 

Bob Wilkins, of course. He was the host I watched 
as a kid and a constant source of inspirations. He gave 
me continuing advice and assistance as an adult. He 
even wrote the station and told them to keep me on the 
air. He actually did mentor and advise as long as his 
health permitted. He died in 2009. Rod Serling-The sto- 
ryteller and spectral narrator is another person I identify 
strongly with-but just through his work. I would love to 
expand into a Twilight Zone kind of format. I have tons of 
stories and ideas for stories. 

Throw in some Alfred Hitchcock, William Castle, Douglas 
Adams, Terry Gilliam, Dr. Suess, and Mr. Rogers. ..and 
you're getting there.., 

On a more personal note, I am Inspired and motivated 
by many people along the way. Right now, in my life my 
wife Dixie who is an artist and producer is a constant 
source of inspiration. 

• Who are soma of the best talents you have met or had 
an opportunity to work with? 

My favorite record was a Spider-Man Rock Opera 
called BEYOND THE GRAVE-the producer/singer for 
the music on that was RON DANTE of THE ARCHIES car- 
toon fame, I was amazingly lucky to make the song I'M 
WATCHING TV for CINEMA INSOMNIA with him and 
SCOTT MOON of the 80's band BOURGEOUS TAGGE. 
ERNIE FOSSELIUS of HARDWARE WARS fame, who 
voiced many Lucasfilm characters and was a founding 
member of OINGO BOINGO, directed several episodes 
and did live shows with me, I also did 2 live shows and a 
panel with CASSANDRA PETERSEN AKA ELVIRA. Re- 
cently, as I said before, I got to do my Halloween special 
with several of the Top Horror Hosts working today. Of 
course, I also got to interview BRUCE CAMPBELL, SID 
HAIG, TOM SAVINI, and many other horror personalities 
on CINEMA INSOMNIA. I was a second unit director on 
TED V, MIKELS film and had the pleasure work with Ted 
to direct my friend JOSHUA GRANNEL as PEACHES 


CHRIST. Stayed at a bed and breakfast with film direc- 
tors TOM HOLLAND and LLOYD KAUFMAN and over 
breaktast conversations discovered they are two brilliant 
men. i could go on and on... 

• If you had to experience being chased by a movie 
monster or movie maniac in reality, who would you pre- 
fer to run from your life from? 

The Blob. Mr. Lobo does it every year when he 
helps host the 'run out' re-enactment at the Colonial 
Theatre lor their annual BLOBFEST. 

• What do you say to young people trying to get into the 
same industry? 

There is no wrong way to do it. Host movies at the 
local coffee house if that's the only place that they will let 
you. Every day you host horror or host something as a 
horror character-you are a horror host. And every day 
you don't-you're not. It’s a great hobby and a great job 
if you are lucky and talented and persistent enough to 
get someone to pay you to do it. 

• Do you have any favorite Christmas stories? 

Any version of a Christmas Carol is classically 
macabre. ..it has Ghosts, Time Travel, and The Grim 
Reaper, I hosted 'Scrooge' once and was visited by the 
Ghosts of Horror Hosts past, present, and future. 

Every year back in California I hosted the Mexican film 
Santa Claus that we call 'SANTA VS. SATAN' before a 
live audience for a event called CRAPPY CHRISTMAS 
presented by MOVIES ON A BIG SCREEN. It was a fun 
wild packed show that I might possibly miss this 
year.. .Now that I live on the East Coast. But I suppose if 
they miss me as much as I miss them, they can tune in 
to CINEMA INSOMNIA on ZOM-BEE TV on ROKU or 
LOBOVISION.TV online and watch MR. LOBO host 
SANTA CLAUS CONQUERS THE MARTIANS! 

Visit Mr Lobo at: httD://www.cinemainsomnia.com/ 

httD://www.lobovision.tv/ 

Follow on Twitter: ©MisterLobo 
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jy For eleven months of the year, 

ft ■ • _ , every year, we ignore one an- 

other. Mom works till six, Dad 
works till five. Monday through Wednesday she 
has yoga and tennis practices which keep her 
out till eight. Every day after work, dad goes to 
the gym and runs errands. They rush through the 
front door and run to the shower to wash away 
whatever it is they want to keep secret. They end 
the day by hiding in separate rooms and wait for 
fatigue to take them to sleep. 


My parents walk through the halls of this house 
like exhausted ghosts. I don't remember when 
they last looked at me or talked to me. My 
friends, the others, they say their homes are the 
same. I figure it must be contagious. 


When the middle of December rolls around, their 
patterns change, their attitudes shift; they be- 
come different people. Mom leaves work early 
and shows up with bags from different stores 
and crossed-oul shopping lists, Yoga and tennis 
fade away and her nights become about wrap- 
ping boxes and online shopping. Dad takes time 
off from work and arranges the house. He hangs 
up lights, changes the linen into holiday colors, 
and tests out his cooking skills for the big day. 
They change our house into a home that almost 
feels fit for a family, But they still ignore me, they 
ignore my friends, They don't see us here. The 
years change, but they treat me the same. 


It's December 22nd, and Dad is busy testing a 
recipe for eggnog while looking up tips on light- 
ing from his cell phone, because what good is 
decorating the house if everyone on the block 
isn't constantly aware of it? 


By batch four, he's confident he's got it right. 
Dad sips from the cup until he's satisfied. Then, 


he takes a glass to mom. She refuses — always 
playfully — and says something about her weight 
and holiday pounds. That doesn't work on dad. 
Like always, mom tastes it and loves it and tells 
him so. Dad loves hearing it and he kisses her 
for telling him. The fluctuation — I get sick. I 
pound my head against the wall. It's my way of 
asking them to stop, but it doesn't work, My par- 
ents act like they don't hear me. 

Dad takes the black bag of salt and walks out- 
side. He circles 0^e house twice, lining all the 
doors and frames of every window, He does it at 
11 :43 p.m., every night for weeks. Mom kills the 
time by reading from old leather-bound books. 
They smell musty and slightly of mildew. She 
reads aloud in something that sounds to me like 
Spanish, and keeps doing it until Dad is done. 

My parents sleep in the same bed for the first 
time in weeks. He drops his head on her chest 
and she cradles him in her arms. They sleep with 
the door open. It's like the display was for me to 
see. 

It's the 23rd, and they spend even more time to- 
gether, All the shopping and preparations are 
done. They do nothing but sit on the couch and 
watch home movies of old Chrisbrtases, The 
marathon began with my first. Mom and Dad 
watched younger versions of themselves parade 
me around the house, tickled that I enjoyed be- 
ing surrounded by new things. They fill up on 
drinks and stay in their pajamas, They curl up to- 
gether beneath an old quilt. The show stops at 
year sixteen and the reminiscing comes to an 
end. 

I turn on a radio for my friends. They wanted 
something light and soft. I tell them to forget that, 
and blast the heaviest CD I can find. Dad 
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doesn't let track two start before he comes up 
and shuts it off. He looks at all of us. He looks 
right through us, He laughs, short and dry, then 
shuts it off and walks away. No matter how many 
times I turn on the radio, he always comes back 
to my room and turns it off with a smile. After the 
sixth try I give up. 

Mom and Dad end the night with a bag of salt 
and a reading of Spanish, They fall asleep hold- 
ing each other. I try to close the door, but it's too 
heavy. 

Christmas Eve starts with Mom stuffing the tree 
with boxes she spent hours wrapping. Dad man- 


ages in the kitchen and makes phone call after 
phone call. The conversations are boring. I drift 
away from them both, fioating up the stairs. 1 felt 
drained and empty. 

Most of my day was spent on the roof with the 
others. It was snowing harsh and fast. Every 
driveway down the biock was buried under 
inches of the white stuff. Wind whipped by an- 
griiy shaking dried branches. Ciouds were thin 
and wispy highiighting the iow-hanging sun. i 
don't mind the cold, I don't even feel it, I just look 
at the purple horizon, watching the iight meit 
away with the early evening. 

Then, i see the black car, I know who drives it. I 
hate him, and I don't want to see him. He stops 
at our door and it angers me, i pound on the 
roof, rocking frie ceiling fans and chandeliers in 
their room, i can hear them, My parents biock 
me out. 

The man enters our home like he does every 
year on this day His biack ciothes and purple 
sash make me think of a man playing priest. He 
hides his face behind a handlebar mustache 
and black glasses. I can tell mom doesn't like 
him, but she’s poiite. 

The dining room is set up for tomorrow's big din- 
ner, but dad outdid himself for his guest. They 
serve the man ham and potatoes and glass after 
glass of wine. When they finished, they brought 
him offerings of cake and coffee, They offered 
me nothing. I didn't care. The sight of him made 
me nauseous. 

When his stomach was fuil and cheap conversa- 
tions were exhausted, the man made a simpie 
gesture to dad and they leave the table for ^e 
backyard. Mom, without saying a word, goes to 
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her room and gets her book, 

I heard them all, talking, reading, chanting aloud. 
Their voices said something foreign that drove 
knives into my ears, I hit the walls wifti my fists, 
trying to get their attention. I switched on the ra- 
dio and played different songs simultaneously, 
Mom just read. She sat on her bed crying and 
reading. 

The man led the way. Dad poured salt all over 
the house. The man read from his little black 
book and gestured with his hands. I hear it sur- 
rounding me, enveloping my ears, I screamed. 

He reacted by reading louder, telling dad to 
spread more salt. Now I hate Biem both. 

I slam every door I can find. The bathroom, the 
closets, my parent's room — every door was splin- 
tered after I pulled it closed. Their words get 
louder and they penetrated deeper. I take the oth- 
ers and we retreat to my room. Here we were fur- 
thest from their noise. 

The strange language got closer. I yelled back, 
telling them to stay away. I told friem it hurts. I 
told them I'm in pain. But they continued to 
speak. My friends shouted back. Our combined 
voices shook the holiday lights off the windows 
and shattered the ornaments on the tree. 

The man forced the door open. I throw every- 
thing at him. Every pillow, picture frame, and 
scrap of junk I've collected throughout my life 
goes from my hands to his head. The man 
dodged everything 1 throw at him. He developed 
agility over the last year. 

Dad ushers him in and he speaks more. Dad 
pours salt around my bed and it burns my skin. I 
run off and the others follow. 


Mom sobbed on the bed. She read in between 
gasps of air, I called out to her, begging her to 
make them stop. She ignored me, ignored the 
things I threw at her from the dresser. The others 
wailed at her, trying to get her attention. I took 
the lipstick from the nightstand. I went to the mir- 
ror and wrote, 'Tell him to gol He's not welcome 
here!' Mom looked up. She read the mirror three 
times over. For the first time in a year, she saw 
me. For the first time in a year she smiled. 

Cheers filled the house when dad saw what I 
wrote. The man I hate looked at them both and 
walked out of our home. 

I was left exhausted. I collapsed on the floor. 

I woke up on Christmas day, wrapped warmly in 
my bed. I'm starving and freezing for what felt 
like the first time. I only seemed to get hungry or 
uncomfortable on that day. 

My friends were gone. I knew they'd be back in 
time. We can't stay away from each other long. 

I tiptoed past my parents' room. Their bed is 
made and the mess cleaned up. 

A plate of tree-shaped pancakes, dotted with red 
and green berries, waited for me on the dining 
table. Dad smiled at me. Mom rushed around the 
table and hugged me. She was manic, telling me 
all the things we'd have to do before the day is 
done. 

Though it seemed poinfless, I was happy. I knew 
this state was temporary. I knew they'd spend an- 
other year separate, secretly counting down the 
days until they acknowledge me again. I just 
wanted to have that day like it should be. I just 
wished there were more like it before I died. 
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• How did you get into the Horror Host profes- 
sion? 


A combination of dumb luck and encourage- 
ment, really. Good friends of the family own the 
Chouinard Winery in Castro Valley, Ca and they 
had decided to do a sci-fl/horror film event. I 
told them that they should get a host for it and 
suggested one. The show came off well, but 
there was a good deal of miscommunication and 
expectations that weren't met on the hosts end. 
The next day I was sitting in my kitchen with my 
friend Damian Chouinard who is the wine maker 
and my wife, Chris. Damian said he wanted to 
do another one the following year but with an- 
other host and could I suggest one. I said I 
really didn't know of any then my wife turned to 
me and said, 'Why the hell don't you do it?' 


That following your, 2009, 1 hosted my first 
show. A showing of Roger Corman's original 
The Little Shop of Horrors at the winery and 
have been doing a series of shows there every 
September since as well as branching out into 
other venues, podcasts, hosting the Drunken 
Zombie International Horror Film Festival in Peo- 
ria, II for four years running and now the TV se- 
ries. 

•At what age or time in life did this career be- 
come a serious interest for you? 

NOWI tol. This time of life. I started in 2009 
and have been amazed at the doors that have 
opened for me. If someone told me ten years 
ago friat I'd be a horror host doing live shows 
and a TV series I would have asked them for a 
shot of whatever they were drinkingl 

I've always loved horror and science fiction 
films, growing up watching Creature Features 
hosted by Bob Wilkins in the SF Bay Area, and 
loved horror hosts in general, but it was never a 
goal or dream of mine to be one! I just feel lucky 
that I've had the opportunity to share films that I 
love with an audience. 

• Tell us about your current projects and Nerve 
Wrackin' Theatre- 

Lord Blood-Rah's Nerve Wrackin' Theatre is 
the name of both my TV show and my live 
shows. On the TV show, I try to give information 
on the movies as well as comment on the action 
going on as though I'm watching the film right 
along with the audience; poinfing out odd or 
amusing things and building on those hopefully 
in an entertaining way. The first season has just 
wrapped up, which included Bela Lugosi's The 
Ape Man, Vincent Price's The Last Man on Earth 
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and The Manster. The second season goes into 
production in Mid December. 

It can be seen in CA on KCTH Comcast 27 
and AT&T U-Verse Channel 99 Friday Nights at 
10:30pm and streamed live on U-Stream. 

In Peoria, II it's on WAGE My59 Saturday 
nights at Midnight and, this just in, it PREMIERED 
in Fort Wayne , In on MyTV Fort Wayne Saturday, 

1 1/9 at 11pm! Hopefully more cities and stations 
to come. 

It's also on The Vortexx and The Monster 
Channel online streaming horror channels . 
Check the listings for times. 

In the live shows I'm not constrained to show 
public domain films, so I've hosted classics like 
Frankenstein (31), King Kong (33) 

Dr. Phibes (71) and many more. 

I also do a podcast called Lord Blood-Rah's 
Nerve Wrackin’ Auditorium in which I host old 
time horror radio shows. !t‘s part of the Drunken 
Zombie Podcasting Network at 
drunkenzombie.com or on iTunes under Drunken 
Zombie. 

• What are the biggest challenges you face in 
this industry? 

The public domain minefield! Researching 
and confirming to the best of your knowledge 
that the film you host, at least on TV, is public do- 
main. There are a lot of sights out there that pur- 
port to know, but really will lead you wrong. It al- 
ways pays to check with the copywriter office 
website. 

For live shows, where I can host any film I 
want to as long as the rights are affordable, it's 


finding the sweet spot of cost effective promo- 
tion. Getting the word out. 

• Who/What are your biggest inspirations and 
mentors? 

Bob Wilkins, host of Creature Features in the 
70's, Just plain Geek Cool! Unassuming guy 
with glasses and a cigar with a desert dry wit. 
Just brilliant! 

Of course Zacherley is an inspiration. Great 
style and rambling improvisation. I have several 
of his DVDs and tapes and can watch them for 
hours. 

On the live end, locally we have Will The 
Thrill' Viharo who hosted Thrillville for many years 
in the Bay Area. His shows were a combination 
of horror/sci-fi/exploitation films with music and 
burlesque acts. He was the gold standard of live 
film events with his signature fez and cool smok- 
ing jacket! He's retired from hosting now and 
has become quite a successful author with his 
books 'A Mermaid Drowns in the Midnight 
Lounge' and 'Love Stories are too Violent For 
Me.' 

The New Parkway Theater in Oakland, Ca has 
Thrillville Theater every Sunday Night which Will 
programs and runs. He no longer hosts, except 
for special events, and has a series of ‘co-hosts', 
horror host from around the Bay Area to host vari- 
ous films. I've done many shows there, and in 
June Will is turning the Sunday night shows over 
to me, when it will become Lord Blood-Rah's 
Nerve Wrackin' Theatre! I'll be hosting 2 shows 
a month and bringing in co-hosts as well. 

• Who are some of the best talents you have met 
or had an opportunity to work with? 
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I've worked several times with Tom Wyrsch, 
the archivist of Creature Features and a great 
film maker. He wrote and directed the documen- 
tary ‘Watch Horror Films, Keep America Strong; 

A Journey Into Creature Features' and has had 
major hits with documentaries on the old San 
Francisco amusement park 'Playland at the 
Beach' and 'Sutro', the story of the Sutro Baths, 
an old SF attraction. 

Speaking of Creature Features, I've co-hosted 
wtfr) John Stanley, the host of Creature Features 
after Bob Wilkins left and an author, director and 
film expert. A great and gracious man who has 
been very encouraging. 

It also blows me away that I've become good 
friends with Johnny Legendl Rare film archivist, 
musician, entertainer, wrestling promoter.. .the 
guy has done it all! We've co-hosted a number 
of shows together and he will make an appear- 
ance on the second season of my TV show. 

Then there's Eric Yee. He's a really talented 
costume maker/costume performer who has 
been a great help in every facet of what I do! 

He's appeared on the TV show and has played 
various characters in my live shows from Audrey 
the man Eating Plant to the Creature from the 
Black Lagoons cousin! 

There's Sci-Fi Bob Ekman, the king of The Psy- 
chotronix Film Shows! I've hosted his shows of 
film oddities and he's always there without being 
asked to help in anyway he can, He produces 
great one of a kind lobby cards and clocks for 
my live shows which I give away as prizesi 

• if you had to experience being chased by a 
movie monster or movie maniac in reality, who 
would you prefer to run from your life from? 


A movie monster, no doubt. There's nothing 
scarier than an insane human! 

• What do you say to young people trying to get 
into the same industry? 

If you love horror films and want to share them 
with others who do as well, do it! 

• Being that the ttieme for this issue is Christ- 
mas, do you have any favorite Christmas sto- 
ries? 

I've always been a big fan of the documen- 
tary Santa Claus Conquers the Martians. I 
thought it was a great cinematic account of that 
dark time in history, it was a close call, but we 
finally got the big guy back without launching in- 
terplanetary warl The Cuban Missile Crisis was 
nothing compared to the Martian Santa Abduc- 
tion! 

Wait, that was a documentary? Wasn't it,.,? 


Friend Lord Blood-Rah at 
www,facebook,com/)ordbloodrah 

See Lord Blood-Rah's Tremulous Trailers at 
www.voutube.com/lordbloodrah 

Hear Lord Blood-Rah's Nerve Wrackin’ Audito- 
rium at www.drunkenzombie.com 
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THE LISBURN CASTLE GHOST 


Tales of the Supernatural and Paranor- 
mal are generally synonymous with a 
sense of unknowing-uncertainty that is 
naturally accompanied by fear or disbe- 
lief. For many, stories of ghosts and spir- 
its are taboo subjects, reserved only for 
the occasional slumber party, but for oth- 
ers they are a doorway into the past, ro- 
manticised legends of the once living. 

The Lisburn Castle Gardens, renovated 
grounds of a formerly grand manor, sig- 
nify the existence of the apparent veil be- 
tween the living and dead. It sets the 
stage for a perpetual account of a young 
woman who fell in love with the idealistic 
tranquillity of Northern Ireland in the 1 7th 
Century. 


An illustration of feminism, Anne Finch 
was highly educated in both languages 
and Philosophy. Her unique take on ra- 
tionalist philosophical thinking inspired 
notable figures such as Leibniz and she 
was assumed to be on equal terms, intel- 
lectually, with men of that era. 

She married into the Conway family in 
1 651 and was brought to the family cas- 
tle in Lisburn, hoping that the clean Irish 
air would cure her migraines. Cursed 
with these severe pains from the age of 
twelve, Anne had sought after extensive 
remedies, from faith healing to Phlebot- 
omy. without success. She was an open 
believer of the supernatural, having 
claimed to have seen a ghost in the cas- 
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As beautiful in death as she 
was when alive, Anne’s griev- 
ing husband, the Earl of Con- 
way, had his wife preserved 
in wine and placed in a glass- 
windowed coffin. She would 
be shipped to him in Eng- 
land. where he could admire 
her immortal beauty- A suit- 
able farewell to such an influ- 
ential figure. 


The story of Anne Conway is 
indeed a tragic one, and yet 
while her body remains con- 
demned to the darkness of 
history part of her is said to 


tie gardens, and many of her endeav- 
ours reflected this, A prominent attempt 
being where moss was scraped from the 
skulls of men that had been slain in bat- 
tle, crudely recovered from bodies scat- 
tered in the forests after the 1641 rebel- 
lion, in hope that through their spirits she 
would be cured. Anne’s optimism ap- 
peared to have worked. She stated that 
this obscure method had re- 
stored health for weeks, rid- 
ding her of the constant tor- 
ture that she had suffered for 
so many years. Unfortunately 
it was short-lived and Anne 
Conway remained plagued 
with migraines until her death 
at the age of forty-seven. 


have held on to the corporeal world. 

Legend has it that Anne Conway was so 
infatuated with the exquisite Lisburn Cas- 
tle that she promised, even after death, 
that she would adopt the form of a black 
cat, enabling herself to keep a watchful 
eye over her beloved gardens. 
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One account, decades after Anne Con- 
way’s death, evokes a more startling im- 
age shrouded in mystery. A young boy 
was said to have been playing in the 
castle grounds when Anne’s ghost ma- 
tefialized in front of him. Stricken by uni- 
ma^able fear, the boy ran towards 
his mJ^er who was waiting by the 
gates. ^«wling along the walls the 
ghostly figure stalked him across the 
gardens, wa^^ing that she would al- 


ways be protecting the grounds in her 
feline form. 

To this day there are still black cats 
seen wandering the Lisburn Castle Gar- 
dens, guarding the magnificence of 
the past while symbolizing the beliefs 
of a gifted young woman who had 
come to call Ireland her home. 
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"A trutv delightful read.... ‘The Wild West is about 
to get weird"? Hsi. it did. And it's groovy. 
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The White Walkers. This menacing race of villains has the reputation of killing everything it it's path. 
They can even reanimate the dead and turn them into lethal zombies who kill at 
so, this drink is strong, biting and snowy white. The perfect pick for December . 


2 ounces dry gin 
1 ounce Johnny Walker 
1/2 ounce Cointreau 
1/2 ounce lemon juice 
1 egg white 


Add ail ingredients into a cocktail shaker. Add 
Strain into a chilied glass and enjoy. 
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PHcrrOilRATHICS 


Model; Alexis Nicole 


December 2013 Costume Contest Winner Janey Paul AkA Lucky J. 
MALEFICENT 





GET THE BOOK TODAY aiTWzon.com 






URBAN LEGEND: 

RONEY'S POINT 


Several years ago in the early 90's, I attended Wheeling Jesuit College in Wheeling, West Virginia, 
which is now a university, During my time there, I ended up living in the "hill" apartments during my 
senior year. My roommate that year was Adam from New Jersey who had an intense love of heavy 
metal music. We shared that apartment with five other students, 


It was getting close to Halloween and the local newspaper ran an article of "most haunted local leg- 
ends and unsolved mysteries” of the area. One place that caught our eye in the article was an aban- 
doned tuberculosis hospital/asylum in the hills nearTriadelphia, WV called Roney's Point. The article 
detailed how the state of the place had become before the place had burned down. There were leg- 
ends that a doctor had become influenced by a dark occult and had been doing cruel experiments 
on the patients as part of devil worship rituals. It was said beyond the gate, there were trees spaced 
evenly apart. This is where the patients' bodies were placed. It was said, after a flood a few years 
back, many bodies were washed up. There was a major fire that destroyed part of the facility and a lot 
of people died that night. 
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around a si 


'as if we had en- 
tered the woodsTmafiy treeft everywhere, in- 
cluding the evenly spaced trees along the 
roadway! 


We finally got to the top of the hill, and an old, 
abandoned graffiti covered shell of a building 
was there. Windows were broken, doors re- 
moved, and parts of it appeared to have col- 
lapsed. Plants were overgrown all over the 
site. We quickly got out of our cars. A couple 
of our roommates agreed to stand guard 
watching for anything else that may be up 
there. 


We went in exploring the old building and 
rooms where once patients had been. Parts of 
the building were colder than others. Debris . 
from fallen parts of the building were every- 
where. I remember looking out-on of the bro- 
ken windows and thinking I saw something in 
the woods mo^g in the near distance. Proba- 
bly was jult a deer. Something else that 
caught jpy eye was how thick some of the ’ 
doors inside had been. What required doors 
so thick? 


Being young and in a small college, we al- 
ways had our eye on the lookout for some- 
thing “new” to do. Adam and I showed the arti- 
cle to Joe, a good friend of ours who lived in 
the dorms on campus., We immediately 
thought we need to go. We rallied the rest'of 
our roommates together with the article and 
began planning that evening's excursion. Af- 
ter classes were done for theday, we quickly 
gathered supplies, including many flashlights 
and miner's hats and waited for sunset. 

As the time came to leave, Adam listened to 
his favorite song on the Guns N Roses Use 
Your Illusion li CD and a look of fear came 
over his face. Suddenly he snapped out of 
whatever trance had a hold on him and joined 
us at our vehicles for the nig|it drive. 

We made our way through some quiet back 
roads to a hillside road with a gate across it. A 
couple of us got out of our cars and opened 
the gate. We then proceeded up a very long, 
steep bumpy road. Parts of the road looked 
like it was surrounded with eerie corn fields 
that went on for eternity. Then suddenly 



There was a second level and the staircase 
looked very unstable. Adam and Joe decided to 
check it out, 1 tried to warn them to be careful, 
parts of this structure could collapse. 

We waited about fifteen minutes and suddenly 
Joe came back downstairs in a hurry. “Some- 
thing is up there!" he gasped, trying to catch his 
breath. We called out to Adam and no response. 
The rest of us went up the stairs to try to find him 
but he was nowhere to be seen. We also could 
not find the noise that terrified Joe, 

We called out and screamed his name for what 
seemed like hours. Another one of our room- 
mates, Jason, left in his car and called the police 
for help. The police questioned us and a hunt for 
Adam pursued. It was like he had simply 
vanished. 

The next day the local community and several 
college students came out to look for Adam. 

Dogs sniffed the grounds and woods surround- 
ing the facility. Several days passed and the man- 
hunt was finally called off. Adam was gone. 

Several weeks later, it was winter break at the col- 
lege, but I just could not get into the Christmas 
spirit knowing Adam just disappeared. I tried to 
take my mind off of it and went shopping, I 
wrapped up some clothes including an “Ozzy Os- 
bourne" T shirt and a santa hat I bought from the 
mall and took a drive back up to Roney's Point 
during the daylight on Christmas Eve by myself. I 
addressed the gifts to Adam and left them in 
front of the steps to the building. I even left some 
Christmas cookies and candy canes in a stock- 
ing. I could not go in, it felt way too creepy, espe- 
cially being all alone. When I drove away, I 
thought 1 saw something looking out of one of the 
windows from the facility, The face from what I 


could tell, looked like him, but it looked stitched 
up, bloody and dirty. I stopped the car and 
looked up and it was gone. I drove away as fast 
as I could to the police station to let them know 
what I had seen. 

A policeman came back up to the asylum with 
me. The gifts were gone and the treats had been 
nothing but crumbs. The policeman reprimanded 
me and told me I was to never come back up 
here. "Adam is gone and you should accept that. 
This is a state owned facility and you will go to 
jail for trespassing charges if you return!" I never 
went back, even though I know what I saw. 

Years went by and the local newspaper had 
printed it's “local legends" article again. A new 
one was on the list, It is said around the time be- 
tween Halloween and Christmas, there is a crea- 
ture that lives in the hills of West Virginia that 
comes out of Roney's Point. It wears a filthy 
Santa Hat and a Bark at the Moon T Shirt, the lo- 
cals call the thing "Ozzy", or "Krampus" It feeds 
on small animals and local hunters have tried un- 
successfully through the years to trap him. It tries 
to break in local residents homes and steal 
Christmas cookies. Soon Christmas Day, when 
the cookies and milk are gone, don’t just assume 
it was Santa that visited that night! I! 
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Chiller 31 had an amazing opportunity to con- 
verse with the legendary Dick Dyszel, also 
known as one of his on many screen characters, 
Count Gore de Vol, a TV icon who hosted Crea- 
ture Feature from 1973 to 1987 on V/DCA in 
Washington D.C. He became the founding induc- 
tee into the "Horror Host Hall of Fame’ 


How did he get into this career? 

Actuaily Dick had no ambition of becoming a 
horror host, but unexpected opportunities arose 
that led him to become the Count. While work- 
ing at UHF station WDXR-TV in Paducah, Ken- 
tucky, he was reviewing the Night of Terror 
Packages at 2 AM, when he jokingly spoke with 
a Transylvanian accent. The General Manager 
overheard him and hired him on the spot to be 
the new station horror host known as "M.T. 
Graves". Dick had an instant costume for the 
character, as he had bought his own tuxedo 
from going to several proms in school and his 
girlfriend at that time had made him a cape. 


served break. As he was getting ready to leave 
however, a new opportunity came calling for him 
at WDCA-TY They begged him to shorten his trip 
and presented him with a new show, as Bozo 
The Clown in Washington D.C, While doing that 
show, his character M.T. Graves made several 
guest appearances. His schedule became full 
once again as he was once again the actor of 
multiple characters. He made the transition from 
Graves to Count Gore de Vol and was also an- 
other character friat aired Ultra-man and other 



Sci -Fi shows called Captain 20. 


He anchored the news from 10 PM to 10:20 PM. 
then ran as fast as he could, changing into his 
costume, and whitening his face, so he could be 
back on the air in person at 10:30 PM as M.T. 
Graves. In 1971 and 72 he also worked as the 
station's Bozo The Clown. Needless to say, he 
was soon working over 1 00 hours a week and 
was getting burned out. At this point he realized 
the best thing he could do was quit the station. 


Dick decided at this point that he and his wife 
were going to go to Europe and take a well de- 


Dick explained he was part of the “second wave” 
of horror hosts, the first wave being around 1957. 
At that time the news was on the air for 15 min- 
utes and the rest of the time was syndicated pro- 
gramming, where they aired Universal Shock 
Packages. The second wave came out in the late 
60s, 70s, and 80s. He was in the company of fa- 
mous hosts such as Svenghoulie from the Cleve- 
land area. Chilly Billy from the Pittsburgh Area, 
and Elviria from California, interestingly, his only 
exposure to Elvira at that time was her appear- 
ance in the Coor's Commercials, and he learned 
about her show only by asking an interviewer 
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from TV Guide. Later he would induct her into the 
Horror Host Hall of Fame. 

Dick was a huge TV buff his entire life. At one 
point in 1996, he enrolled in an acting course 
and kept his identity secret in school, further mas- 
tering his improv skills. He always wanted to be 
the Orson Wells of Television. His inspirations 
were 'Marvin’ { Terry Bennett) horror host from 
1957-1959, Ernie Kovacs , Jackie Gleason, and 
The Three Stooges. 

What is he doing now? 

Dick is very technically inclined and has stayed 
current in each wave of media and internet tech- 
nology. In 1998 he brought the Count to the inter- 
net and was the first horror host to present a 
weekly web show. Over the years, he has moved 
Creature Feature presentations from streaming 
audio to Real Media Video to now Vimeo Video. 

He also has an active DJ business that he 
started in 1996. 



He has had tine opportunity over his career to 
work with many celebrities including Bruce 
Campbell, Dee Wallace, Ken Foree, Marylin 
Chambers, Anne Frances, Victoria Carlson, Bill 
Mosley, and Sid Haig, just to name a few! His 
only regret was not getting to interview Christo- 
pher Lee. (Mr. Lee, if you are an avid Chiller 31 
reader, please get in contact with the Count!) 

What does the Count think about Christmas? 

Being that this is the Christmas issue of Chiller 
31 , we asked him about the holiday, The Count 
responded, "Vampires have no business cele- 
brating Christmas!’’, he simply ignores it, Christ- 
mas is a happy holiday and vampires are not 
happy creatures! He said he couldn't even rec- 
ommend a good Christmas horror film. The ones 
that came to mind are just not good! 


Instead, he focuses on the next holiday, New 
Year's Eve. He had several New Year's Eve 
shows throughout the years, and each year he 
tries to get it on with the Countess Von Stauffen- 
berg, a recurring character on the show, but 
each year, something always happens. She ei- 
ther runs off with a celebrity or gets taken by the 
count’s evil twin. It never quite worked out for the 
count! 


Dick is writing a book on the subject of wanting 
to be a horror host. He said the first thing is to 
ask yourself WHY? If your answer is fame or for- 
tune, he advises you to close the book. The an- 
swer needs to be for frie love of movies and char- 
acters and to be in it for the long haul, The key is 
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to stay active, be conscious of your legacy 
and have a vision for how you will be re- 
membered. 


So what do vampires fear? Dick said the 
scariest monster to this day that he has 
ever seen was Ridley Scott's 1979 'Alien'. 

You can watch the latest Creature Feature 
and catch up with the count 
at htto://www, countaore.com 

You can also watch the latest Vimeo videos 
on httDs://vimeQ.com/channels/countQore 




45 






Tftotograjjhy : Courtney 'BediHion 
ModeQ Micia Marie Marcucci 






From the creative mind of Kerri Jean Photography and her team comes a unique interpretation 
of the classic Charles Dickens tale, A Christmas Carol. 


Tile jjhoto^apher’s story: 

1 am an admirer of nature in aCf for7ns. 1 dabble in a variety oj subjects jrom art tp wildlife tn 

avantgarcbe to fashion photography. IjtassionaTtly chase these riienw.? to capture tiie best witfiin thejrame of 
mi/ camera. The aura of capturing tf\e perfect momenr enc/ianrs me to be on m^ toes to ^et the best photol 
The photographer in me, wiriionf a doubt, is born our of fascination towards art. lAy passion for photography 
started to fiiossom ar an early age “After spetiding nine years m the military, '1 received a “Bachelor’s Vegred^ 
“Business “Management. “1 felt destined to be an entr^reneur in business. (Howei’er, “] volunteered to tafee por- 
traits for |um tiles with tow income. After receiving the photos, a young woman calfecf and said that she didii't 
fe'now that she was so beaut^l. 'That hit afre in me. 

Bveryone is beautifil in their own way. Therefore, a photography assignment gives me immense filjilhnent as 
a photograjjher, serves as a creative outlet, and provides an opportunity to Learn new ritiii^s. 1 believe in rafein^ 
chalfengesl 


• Mcxfels: ‘T'temcy Ltogcf, 9Liam Bassett, Jachson Johnson, Spenser Johnson, Sarah Courtney 


Maheup ancf'Hair: Che\'y Johnson 




CfiriMm/ts PflH J-fuHire^. ScnH>^ iiJ scJuk>f. E/v- 

HCJ^^L'ketl /uJ /4y /// /iiitici^/ttiiHi fu^ ^ifer j /i/TU’fif n'erv C^triElmaS/ i’nt 4(J 
/"E' ■ /lei'er crtmt ■ J * "T^e (^/ukH frmint{e^ kirn /u>-iir Ej k/td dte/i /umlenetl 
lec/iitse JiM ^ifer ikifv VfifuedJu^ link 'El h>- tfc> y^? mifi/ /^tiEiicsi. 
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(T^e l^reient h'rtus- 
^<H'fs ScnH^ /irniii({ Uc ci^ j^fiann^ 

L scenes ic£ci"scrtH>t^ 

I'lenrs CIS luaHe^f ^i/rt^ii^, iTfe/ha s'isU 
is ip- t^c ^'me P^'^s rtJxisipni, Be‘/ 
Crpic^i. 


/^i t^c Ic^ie p^Bp^"- Crnic^i/ ScrPi^ L-- 
{-p/if.^/ ^ers inip t^c ccniu/pfer ane/ I’cecc’s f^c 
^mifp enjjytn^ ciriMmPs Rnner tlej^iie ^eir 
mep^' mertns. ScriH>-^ a/sP ni'iices ?^// 
/p^'- uses P cntic^ppil is I’e/v ilT. ScriH^ 
psks i^TiP! (cilT J^'e Pii4 tkc. ^ini^ 

.iOlies^pi ^J^^ese j^pe{ptps remPin 
^ tkc Fuiun'/ ike Krill' ^'c- 





the. Cariihiai ^(t te- Ct'-nc s(( imt (^f/i/fr/iejj cHuitUal <oi^ i(ta^. 7? the. 

cenirarp, the. ^/ti'-jJj/iiHc’pi/ him the, ^ajiin^ p-^Tiup 'itm, ivitich lOPi^reventn^E Hsd rfc en/l ^rp-eiileil spfficieid 
ijieppie te M aJifShtiit, Bc^ Cratehit, ti'-^rp-riilp Tim (oi^ (rentincit. 

nm the, mnH / wap. / wilt pel the. mpn / mndl hare ten tl ^'r uiterc-evrsc. • ^ l \ up j/uho me l^iJ/ 

J am ^adl alt li<^e! tTteii the- (^xeil'^ hand a^^ears bhj/ia^e . . . (^iwii S^iritl '}tr aafure e/i&reedeJ ^ mef 
/^adj}ilp-> mef /djsare me ^al / eiaa pef enaa.ie ^ese jfiadew^ Pca. aare j/imu me, tp eaaitifia^ ma rerpset^f } unit 
atmimir Carijbnas in ma aearf, and Irp le tee^ it alt the, near. /mlTl. in tko Pail, tko Present, and the. Fa - 
tgre- Spirits p^ a it ^ttree alia it ilrire a'i^in mc-J I wilt ni'tFmt mt tko tsjpns ^at ^ee teaca. On, 

lelt me / map awap the, writing en ^/J ilenef 




Got a Gift Card This Christmas? 



Get The Gift Card Calculator! 



□ Available on the 

App Store 




A Criristrri"ds 
Carol - 
Starlight 
StciryEJticjh 


WELCOME 
TO 

AREA 
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APP REVIEW: 


This is an older app from 2011 that is based on the Charles Dickens story A Christmas 
Carol. 

Features: 

Rewritten in dramatic poetry, both animated and narrated with optional auto-turned 
pages. 

There are 34 separate illustrations, all new and specially animated for a magical reading 
experience. 

Tap the red ribbon to easily jump to any part of the book, or to turn off the auto-page turn- 
ing and the narration. 

This app has very well done narration, music, illustrations and animation. It is short 
enough that it makes it the perfect app to show to a young child to get them entertained 
by the classic story. The animations should amaze young and old alike. It is 34 pages of 
text and 34 pages of illustrations. You can access the options to turn off the narration 
and read it yourself. 

This is a definite recommend for someone who wants to share this great classic with 
their kids. 

You can get a copy in the App Store for your iPhone/iPad for free. There is also an An- 
droid version available. 





In the late 1970s the Emerson 
Rose Asylum became 
completely abandoned • all the 
patients, doctors, staff 
vanished and were never seen 
again. The events circling this 
mass exodus have been one of 
the most baffling 
disappearances in history. ..until 
now. For hidden deep inside a 
tattered asylum mattress a 
stack of bundled letters were 
found. These letters, all 
addressed to the pseudonym 
Dr. Quill, and all written by the 
patients as they document the 
final days of the Emerson Rose 
Asylum. 


Available on Amazon 


Dark Journey is a supernatural horror film 
set in London, starring the most beautiful 
actress of her generation, Tiffany Mulheron. 
A beautiful American girl arrives in London 
to find her dream, but her dream turns Into a 
nightmare as she struggles to save her 
sanity from a hostile and remorseless city 
out to get her soul. See the trailer and 
download the movie now at: 


www.darkJourneythemovle.com 


LETTERS FROM 
THE LOONEY BIN 

Thatcher C Nalley 
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up a tree, hanging our stockings, ex- 
changing presents, but there were 
customs that were lost for most peo- 
ple. Let me start by telling you the in- 
teresting history behind Christmas; it 
can be rather creepy. To understand 
a little bit, we have to go way back. 
Christmas was not always called 
"Christmas" it originated with the pa- 
gan winter festivals. These festivals 


I am sure all of you are familiar or 
have heard the song The Most Won- 
derful Time of the Year by Andy Wil- 
liams. There is a chorus in the song 
that says "There'll be scary ghost sto- 
ries and tales of the glories of Christ- 
mases long, long ago". Ghost story 
telling is one of the lost traditions 
from time gone by. Sure today we 
have all of the traditions like setting 
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celebrated the death of light signifying 
the longest night of the year. 

In addition to being the longest night, 
Winter Solstice was also traditionally 
held to be the most haunted time due 
to Its association with the death of the 
sun and light. It was the one night of 
the year, besides Halloween, when the 
barrier between the worlds of the living 
and the deceased was thinnest. On 
Christmas Eve, ghosts could walk the 
earth and finish unsettled business, as 
told by the apparition of Marley and the 
three ghosts in Charles Dickens' Christ- 
mas masterpiece. 

With all of the traditions and rituals that 
have survived through the generations, 
such as yule logs, holly berries and Fa- 
ther Christmas himself, the Victorian 
custom of recounting blood-curdling 
ghost stories with friends and family 
around the fire on Christmas Eve has 
been almost completely forgotten. 

Ghost stories were as much a part of 
Christmas for the Victorian English as 
Santa Claus Is to everyone else. The 
tale, A Christmas Carol, has still with- 
held the test of time and is still very 
popular and told every Christmas Eve to- 
day either through film or readings to 
our children at bedtime. It tells of four 
Christmas ghosts breaking the barrier to 
visit Scrooge. It is one of the best telling 
of ghostly Christmas encounters of all 
times. 


Another example of spooky holiday cus- 
toms, is the legends that have been 
around for centuries. Tales of Christmas 
demons and the like. One such legend is 
the very scary European story of Santa 
Claus' companion Krampus. It was said 
this demon's duty was to kidnap and ter- 
rorize unruly children. It's a tradition in 
Germany for young men to dress up like 
Krampus and scare people during the 
first two weeks of December. 

Another legend that is sure to cause 
fright is the legend of Belsnickel who 
was thought to visit unruly children as 
well, to scare them into behaving them- 
selves. Some even say he takes back the 
toys delivered on Christmas day if chil- 
dren misbehave. A far cry from the 
threat of just getting coal for Christmas. 
This legend is still told today and popu- 
lar among the Pennsylvania Dutch com- 
munity. 

If you visit the Ukraine during Christ- 
mas, you'll instead see spiders on the 
Christmas tree. Those from a Ukrainian 
background traditionally decorate their 
trees with spider webs instead of tinsel. 
This is a sign of good luck. 

So if you think telling scary tales or 
watching scary movies at Christmas is 
strange, just remember all of the stories 
and traditions that are still alive today. 
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